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Why E-

Bui ldings  

What do we mean 

for E-Bui ldings 

Why are we 

focusing on legal 

and market barr iers 

WHAT ARE WE FOCUSING ON 



WHY E-BUILDINGS 

Housing plays a pivot role on the path to a sustainable future.  

 

UN-Habi tat  est imates that energy consumpt ion in bui ld ings can be 

reduced by about 30/50% global ly and even simple retrof i t t ing procedures 

can signif icant ly reduce the environmental impact of many homes. 
 
 



WHAT DO WE 
MEAN WITH  
E - BUILDINGS 

General ly we intend Home Energy Management Systems 

(HEMS), Bui lding Energy Management Systems (BEMS), 

Home Smart Appl iance.  

 

But in relat ion to bui ldings we can even consider the 

appl icat ion of eff ic ient energy usage, such as Smart Grids, 

BIPV, Distr ict  Heatings, etc. 



WHY ARE WE 
FOCUSING ON 
LEGAL AND 
MARKET 
BARRIERS 

Because overcoming this type of barr iers as at today is 

essential ,  just as much as overcoming technical barr iers. 



Contractual 
barr iers Barr iers establ ished 

for the necessity to 
protect other meri t  

goods 

Inconsistency 
between EU/National/
Regional & Local 
regulat ions 

Bureaucracy and 
legislation’s that don’t 

manage to stay up-to-date 
(lacking or being 

inadequate) 

The above-mentioned elements generally are considered as deterrents for industry 
partners leading to low levels of engagements or could.  

LEGAL BARRIERS 
Quite often legal barriers, especially with reference to innovative projects, could be 
due to: 



Challenge in the 
distribution of 
savings and costs 
amongst the 
different 
stakeholders 

High level of investment 
costs required 

Information 
failure 

Need for more 
knowledge on 

energy efficient 
projects 

Long Pay Back Period 
meanwhile most 

landowners research for 
short-term results 

Dependency on grants and 
a lack of a systematic 

approach to pushing energy 
efficiency investments into 

complex packages 

(and thereby gaining 
economies of scale and 

reduction of relative 
administrative costs and 

technical risks) 

When considering E-Buildings the main barrier connected with it is not, 
as many may think, the technical barrier but the financial one, market 
barriers could be drove i.e. by: 

MARKET BARRIERS 



LE
G

A
L 

&
 M

A
R

K
E

T 
B

A
R

R
IE

R
S

 –
 A

n 
ex

am
pl

e 



Elaborate Results 

Groups 

BARRIERS - General discussion 

Let’s divide ourselves in groups (i.e. of 15 
people) 

Each group will have to elaborate a possible 
legal/market barrier and find a way on how to 
overcome it 

After the brainstorming a responsible for 
each group will briefly discuss on the results. 



Thank you! 


